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28th, 1850 Besides the direct and severe application of them made by our blessed Redeemer Himself, these
words are naturally suggestive to us of many other purposes, tending particularly to repress all prideful
thoughts, when we are inclined to judge ourselves by comparison with others. And this is the case, not merely
when we are pleased to contrast ourselves as individuals with individuals; but also when this comparison is
made by classes or states of men, as if the rich should compare themselves with the poor, or the poor with the
rich, or nation with nation, or age with age. And, my brethren, if there be any one danger that more especially
belongs to the time and to the country in which we live, it lies in this; that we see ourselves so surrounded by
whatever may seem to indicate a superior development of social and intellectual qualities; we have gathered
around us in such an eminent degree whatever, in the ordinary estimation of men, can raise one class above
another, in all that relates to the ornaments, to the pursuits, and to the success of life, - that we are not a little
disposed to look down with some contempt upon those who have gone before us, or who live at a distance
from us, and to exalt ourselves in our own thoughts, as though we had gained thereby some true, some solid
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