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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Social Elements Institutions, Character Progress
This volume is prepared for readers and for students, and each person will treat it as he prefers. To students it is
recommended that writing, map-drawing, and discussion accompany the reading according to the order
suggested in the Appendix. If the reader can find a company of congenial spirits to talk over the subjects with
him, the impression will be more distinct and clear. The matters to be discussed and explained are facts of our
every-day life, not remote and unfamiliar. Emerson says, Aristotle, or Bacon, or Kant propounds some maxim
which is the keynote of philosophy henceforward. But I am more interested to know that, when at last they have
hurled out their grand word, it is only some familiar experience of every man in the street. If it be not, it will
never be heard of again. In so brief a treatment more questions are raised than answered. The author has
earnestly sought to stir and direct personal investigation and reflection rather than to furnish ready-made and
dogmatic opinions. He has desired to be constructive and hope-inspiring rather than discouraging and
destructive. The Marquis of Mirabeau said finely: The method of suppression and of destruction is absolutely
opposed to the art of government; it is the heroic mode of suicide. An ignorant surgeon knows how to cut oG a
limb; Esculapius would treat and heal it. Four treatments of the former kind, and there would remain nothing
but the trunk (L ami des hommes). Controversy is avoided as barren. Guyau tells of two savages who fought for
a pair of ear-rings. The victor carried away the jewels in...
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