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Manohar, New Delhi, 2005. So< Case. Book Condition: New. In this book the author presents in historical outline
the genesis development and structural analysis of the Tantric tradition in India and its place in the Indian
religious and philosophical systems. It studies the di=erent aspects of Tantrism its vastness and intricacies its
heterogeneous and contradictory elements and gives a historical perspective to the conglomeration of ideas
and practices through space and time. A<er an introduction to the meaning of Tantra the work outlines the
various texts which comprise Tantric literature. The development of Tantrism is traced from pre Vedic times
through the Vedic post Vedic early Buddhist and Jain periods down to the evolution of the concept of Sakti in
Indian religious thinking. The sequence is carried forward by a study of the development of Tantric Buddhism
in India and Tantric ideas and practices in medieval religious systems. The Lokayata tradition and its
connection with Tantrism and finally the emergence of sophisticated Tantras with Sakta orientation completes
this historical study of Tantrism through the ages. This important work also incorporates a review on Tantric
art and a glossary of Tantric technical terms with reference to text and intermediaries. Contents Preface. 1.
Introduction. 2. Tantric literature. 3. External influences and interactions. 4. The primitive substratum. 5.
Tantrism and the earlier forms of Indian religious systems. 6. Development of Tantric Buddhism. 7. Tantric
ideas and practices in medieval religious systems. 8. Tantrism and the religion of the masses the Lokayata
tradition. 9. The sophisticated Tantras with Sakta orientation. 10. Tantric art a review. 11. A glossary of Tantric
technical terms. Bibliography. Index. Page Extent: 483.
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