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Bibliogov, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand New
Book ***** Print on Demand *****.U.S. attention has focused on Russia s fitful democratization since Russia
emerged in 1991 from the collapse of the Soviet Union. Many observers have argued that a democratic Russia
with free markets would be a cooperative bilateral and multilateral partner rather than an insular and hostile
national security threat. Concerns about democratization progress appeared heightened aIer Vladimir Putin
became president in 2000. Since then, Russians have faced increased government interference in elections and
campaigns, restrictions on freedom of the media, largescale human rights abuses in the breakaway Chechnya
region, and the forced breakup of Russia s largest private oil firm, Yukos, as an apparent warning to
entrepreneurs not to support opposition parties or otherwise challenge government policy. Democratization
faced further challenges following terrorist attacks in Russia that culminated in the deaths of hundreds of
school-children in the town of Beslan in September 2004. President Putin almost immediately proposed
restructuring the government and strengthening federal powers to better counter such terrorist threats. The
restructuring included integrating security agencies, switching to party list voting for the Duma (lower
legislative chamber), eliminating direct elections of the heads of federal subunits, and asserting greater
presidential control over civil society by creating a Public Chamber consultative group .
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