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colleagues, whom | wish to inform that the work is not intended for them. In this statement | am by no means
invoking immunity from scientific criticism, but emphasizing the aim of the book. It is not designed as a digest
of our present scientific knowledge of plant physiology for the use of experts in that subject, but, in conformity
with the aim of the series of which it is a part, it seeks to present to all who have interest to learn an accurate
and vivid conception of the principal things in plant life. | was once myself such a learner, and | have tried to
write such a book as | would then have delighted to read. It is, in a word, an attempt at that literature of
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page. This aim will explain peculiarities of the work not otherwise obvious. Thus, | have been at more pains to
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